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Brexit Update: UK still without a deal 

Political Developments 

• The Brexit situation remains fluid. 

• Prime Minister May has said she intends to re-open the (legally binding) 

Withdrawal Agreement, following an Amendment passed in the UK 

Parliament instructing the Government to return to Brussels and seek 

“alternative arrangements” to the contentious Northern Irish backstop. 

• This is a significant development and it is unclear yet, how the EU will 

respond. 

• The next key date in the UK Parliament will likely be 13 February, when 

the Prime Minister will make a statement about progress.  A second 

meaningful vote could take place ahead of this – but that is not yet clear. 

• The prospect of the UK leaving the EU on 29 March with no deal remains 

a possibility.  We continue to encourage exporters who trade into the UK 

or EU to look at both the MFAT and NZTE websites and consider any 



appropriate preparations. 

        

What is New Zealand doing? 

• Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern met British Prime Minister Theresa May in 

London on 21 January and European Council President Donald Tusk and 

European Commission President Jena-Claude Juncker on 25 January.  

• The visit reaffirmed the priority placed by both the EU and UK on 

concluding FTAs with New Zealand. 

• Alongside the Prime Minister’s visit, New Zealand signed two agreements 

with the UK to ensure continuity in the regulatory conditions underpinning 

our trade. These agreements rollover for the UK current arrangements we 

have in place with the EU.  

• These should be ready to enter into force as soon as the UK leaves the EU, 

providing more certainty for exporters against the possibility of a ‘No 

Deal’ Brexit. 

• The Veterinary Agreement provides for the ongoing recognition in the UK 

of the high quality of NZ’s food production standards and the Mutual 

Recognition Agreement on Conformity Assessment allows certain 

manufactured products to be tested, inspected and certified in New 

Zealand before being exported to the UK and vice versa. 

• New Zealand is also continuing to push the UK and the EU to rethink their 

current proposals on the treatment of WTO tariff rate quotas post-Brexit 

and instead to work with other WTO Members to reach an outcome that 

preserves continuity and stability and does not disadvantage our exporters. 

  

Practical Advice 

Economic Operator Registration and Identification (EORI) Number 

• If you are a NZ company that has an established presence in the UK and 

carry out trade with the EU you should have received a letter (here) from 

HMRC outlining the actions you need to take in the event of a no deal 

Brexit outcome. This includes registering for a UK EORI number 

at www.gov.uk/hmrc/get-eori.  An EORI number is assigned to importers 

and exporters by HMRC and is used in the process of customs entry 

declarations and customs clearance for both import and export shipments 

travelling to or from the EU and countries outside the EU. If you trade 

with the EU from the UK and do not already have an EORI number, 

please visit the UK Govt website to register - it only takes 10 minutes to 

apply. You will need this number to apply to be authorised for customs 

simplifications. 

Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) 

• In the event of a no deal outcome, another way to avoid issues or delays 

between UK and EU trade is if you or a partner in your supply chain has 

AEO status. Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) status is an 

internationally recognised quality mark that shows your role in the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/no-deal-brexit-advice-for-businesses-only-trading-with-the-eu
http://www.gov.uk/hmrc/get-eori


international supply chain is secure and that your customs controls and 

procedures are efficient and compliant.  Non-AEOs may be at a 

competitive disadvantage; they would be required to submit more data and 

declarations than AEOs and will not be able to take advantage of mutual 

recognition schemes.  

Who can become an AEO? 

• If you are a NZ company that has a subsidiary in the EU that carries out 

trade with the UK, you should consider whether it might be useful to 

become an AEO. AEO status can be obtained for businesses that are a 

legal entity, are established in an EU member state, are actively involved 

in customs operations and international trade and have an EORI number. 

Anyone involved in the international supply chain that carries out customs 

related activities in the EU can apply for AEO status, regardless of the size 

of their business, including freight forwarders, customs agents, importers 

and carriers.  

• However, the AEO process can be quite time consuming and complex. If 

you want to know more about becoming an AEO or apply for AEO status, 

please visit the UK Govt website here or contact brexit@nzte.govt.nz.      

  

Upcoming events 

• New Zealand Trade & Enterprise will hold seminars for exporters on 

preparing for Brexit with NZ’s Trade Commissioner to the United 

Kingdom and Ireland, Nick Swallow, who will be back in New Zealand. 

Workshops will be held in Auckland (12 February), Wellington (13 

February) and Christchurch (14h February). Representatives of other 

New Zealand government agencies will also provide updates on UK 

developments. 

• Registration and location details are covered 

here: https://www.nzte.govt.nz/events/brexit-seminar-series 

  

United Kingdom and New Zealand FTA 

Key Developments 

• The UK and NZ governments have publicly signalled their intention to 

negotiate a bilateral Free Trade Agreement after the UK’s exit from the 

EU. The UK has identified New Zealand (together with Australia and the 

US) as top priorities for FTA negotiations. 

• NZ and the UK are laying the groundwork to launch bilateral FTA 

negotiations, through an officials-level trade policy dialogue. 

• The government started calling for public submissions on the FTA in 

November. Submissions close on 11 February 2019.  Submissions 

received will help to prepare a negotiating mandate paper for Cabinet’s 

consideration.  UK domestic consultations concluded on 26 October. 

• To make a submission on a future UK-NZ FTA 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/authorised-economic-operator-certification%20-%20how-to-apply-for-aeo-status
mailto:brexit@nzte.govt.nz
https://www.nzte.govt.nz/events/brexit-seminar-series


 
  
  
  

  
 

 

visit www.haveyoursay.mfat.gov.t.nz.  

  

European Union - New Zealand FTA 

Key Developments 

• Negotiations on an EU-NZ Free Trade Agreement will continue in 2019, 

and a further three rounds are scheduled to take place before the European 

summer (August).  New Zealand and the EU share the objective of 

reaching final agreement quickly. 

• New Zealand recently began work to assess the EU’s list of proposed 

geographical indications (GIs) for protection under the agreement, with 

the launch of public consultations. At the same time, we are calling for 

nominations of New Zealand terms to be protected as GIs in the EU.  This 

work will help inform New Zealand’s negotiating position and allow 

further progress across key areas of the negotiations, including agricultural 

market access.  Information on the GIs consultation can be found on 

the MFAT website. The deadline for submissions is March 19. 

• The next major step in negotiations is the exchange of initial goods offers, 

expected to take place ahead of the third round in Brussels in February.  

New Zealand is continuing to push the EU to provide a high-quality, 

ambitious offer, and officials have made it clear that New Zealand cannot 

accept a deal that does not offer substantially improved market access for 

our key export interests.  Initial market offers on services, investment and 

government procurement are likely to be exchanged following round 

three. 

Further information 

• For more information on New Zealand’s overall objectives for an EU-NZ 

FTA, details of future events, and a brief summary of developments in 

each negotiating round, see MFAT’s website. 

• The EU’s text proposals are also available on the European 

Commission website. 

• Watch lead negotiator Martin Harvey's video update on the second 

round here (link to Twitter). 

• Anyone with an interest in the agreement is welcome to submit feedback 

or questions at any time by email at EU-FTA@mfat.govt.nz 

http://www.haveyoursay.mfat.gov.t.nz/
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/free-trade-agreements/agreements-under-negotiation/eu-fta/consultation
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/trade/free-trade-agreements/agreements-under-negotiation/eu-fta/what-were-negotiating/
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1867
https://twitter.com/MFATgovtNZ/status/1050118413140422656
mailto:EU-FTA@mfat.govt.nz

