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In 2014 Brendon and Charlotte Bray along with Charlotte’s parents Colin and Paula Hill 
purchased Fairhall Downs Estate in Marlborough’s Brancott Valley. Since the original 
planting in 1982, this stunning 25ha site has a proud record of producing single vineyard 
wine of exceptional and world renowned quality. 

Fairhall Downs is one of just a handful of Marlborough producers making 100% estate-
grown, single-vineyard wines. Our obsessive vine management and yield limiting 
practices ensure optimum flavour concentration and the maximum fruit 
expression possible from our little piece of the world. 

SINGLE VINEYARD  
PINOT NOIR 2016 

Origin 100% Family owned single estate Brancott Valley – 
Marlborough, New Zealand 

Terroir The Brancott Valley has its own little microclimate, with very 
low rainfall, cooler nights and warmer days than is typical of 
Marlborough. Our vineyard soils are uniquely free-draining with a 
nutrient rich top layer and a gravel clay base, making it easy for root 
penetration - perfect soil for growing grapes. 

Viticulture & Winemaking The period of veraison, similar to that of 
our Pinot Gris, was much longer than usual, hence broader and more 
intense flavours. The fruit was hand harvested in two portions; the first 
being clones 667 and 5, co-fermented, and aged in barrel for 12 
months. The second, being clone 777 was fermented and aged for 10 
months then blended with the first for a short period of further 
maturation. French oak with 30% being new was used for both 
portions.  

Alc. by vol. 13.5% pH: 3.75 TA: 4.4 RS: 0g/l (dry)  

Tasting Notes Ripe dark cherry and wild thyme lead in feisty bright 
fruit flavours balancing hints of smoke and toast – all to a satisfying 
depth. More than enough to demand extended contemplation. 

Food Match Lightly crusted with Marlborough Sea salt and Rosemary; 
pan-fried Canterbury Lamb rump served on truffle oil infused potato 
mash. 


