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FINZ Central Committee Co-Chair Report 2019 AGM 

● 2018 was a year of change for FINZ. We said farewell to Karen Jenkinson in July 2018 and 

acknowledge her mahi for FINZ. We were thrilled to welcome Michelle Berriman as the new CEO 

of FINZ in August. Michelle has made huge progress for FINZ, bringing her impressive energy and 

focus to our members and education. We are excited to work further with Michelle and her 

team in 2019 and to offer our members quality professional development and networking 

opportunities.  

 

● We hosted eight lunches and recorded our highest audience numbers for a Demographics talk 

by Dr Natalie Jackson, and a Bequest session by Dianne Armstrong. We have worked to create a 

diverse mix of topics and speakers, addressing key income streams such as regular giving, 

bequests, trusts and foundations, and direct marketing, along with a more innovative approach 

such as changing NZ demographics. In December we hosted our second free Christmas party 

thanks to the regional sponsorship of NZPost and Roe Print Services Limited.  

● In 2018 we decided to split the role of Committee Chair into two Co-Chairs. We have also taken 

a more flexible approach to roles, with our small but dedicated committee.  

 

● The Committee gives thanks to and acknowledges the significant contribution of Karla Paotonu 

and Caroline Campbell who stepped down during 2018, and Grace Brennan who stepped down 

in Feb 2019. We would like to particularly acknowledge the hard work and foundations that 

Karla left, after tireless dedication to the Committee and 3 years as Committee Chair. We give 

thanks to Bryna O’Brien-Kiddey who joined and stepped down in 2018, and carried out the 

Secretary role.  

● The Committee would like to thank the Salvation Army Head Office for generously hosting our 

meetings throughout 2018. A huge thank you particularly to Tim Hamilton,  Tessa Reardon and 

the team for their help and support. We are also very pleased to report that the Salvation Army 

has confirmed they will continue to host FINZ Central Lunches in 2019.  

● The Committee would also like to thank Forest and Bird for hosting a number of events 

throughout the year.  

● We have been delighted to welcome Hillary Wilk, Tom Brzostowski, and Katherine Richards onto 

the Committee during 2018, and would like to thank them for their continued dedication and 



support. We note that Hillary joined as a result of attending last year’s AGM, and encourage 

people to put their hands up and get involved in the Committee!  

● Looking forward, we are excited to continue building on an engaging programme of learning 

events. We would like to get to know our attendees better and understand your needs, so look 

out for surveys coming your way. If you have suggestions of insightful speakers you think would 

benefit our region’s fundraising programme, please let us know.  

 Katie Martin and Jess Winchester - Central Region Committee Co-Chairs 


