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Central Region Co-Chairs’ Report for 2019 
Katie Martin and Katherine Richards, Co-Chairs 
 
Introduction 
2019 was a busy year for FINZ nationally and regionally, with some great 
changes and new projects coming into action under Michelle Berriman’s 
leadership. Since then, the Covid-19 pandemic has presented a variety of 
challenges for FINZ. We’d like to thank Michelle Berriman, supported by 
the FINZ board, for her strong leadership, passion and tenacity in keeping 
FINZ going. We’d also like to acknowledge our fellow committee members 
for their hard work and support. Thank you all. 
 
 
1. Leadership and strategy 
 
Alice Montague and Shane Chisholm continued to lead FINZ as Co-Chairs 
throughout 2019. Michelle’s title changed from General Manager to 
Executive Director in recognition of her achievements and strategic focus 
on relationship building and brand enhancement to appeal to FINZ 
members and the sector. There was a renewed focus on collaboration with 
and across the regions by the National Support Office (NSO). At the 2019 
Central AGM, Katherine Richards became the Co-Chair, joining Katie. 
Katie remained as the Central Region representative on the FINZ Board.    
 
2. Events 
 
As a committee we delivered eight Learning Lunches, our AGM and a 
December Christmas party. One of these Learning Lunches was a 
collaboration with Philanthropy NZ, featuring international speaker Vu Le. 
The physical lunches were mostly at the Salvation Army venue until 
November 2019 (One lunch was held at the Forest and Bird office), with 
the Christmas party held at the Heritage Trust building. We thank the staff 
at these venues for generously allowing us to use the venues with no 
charge. We needed to find a new venue from January onwards, and 
presented one lunch at St Johns in the City before Covid-19 necessitated 
cancelling the next one. We offer special thanks and appreciation to our 
generous presenters and sponsors.  
 
The NSO became more active in presenting national speaker tours and 
masterclass events / workshops at regional level. We avoided competing 
with these events in the months they occurred. 
 
The FINZ conference in June 2019 organised by National Office was an 
outstanding success. The committee has awarded one scholarship to 
attend the much anticipated 2020 conference. 
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2019 learning Lunch / event topics and presenters:  
 
Career Progression Panel - Building an Amazing Career in Fundraising 
Panelists: Tilda Bostwick, Execucare; Alice Montague, Clive Pedley, CFRE; 
Rebecca Scelly, CFRE 
Moderator: Eva E. Aldrich, PhD., CAE, (CFRE, 2001 - 2016) 
 
An insight into Major Gifts 
Tom Brzostowski, Nature Conservancy 
 
AGM  
Shane Chisholm, FINZ Board 
 
Unicorns Unite: A conversation with Vu Le 
Vu Le, Nonprofit AF 
 
New Zealand fundraiser returning home: an international perspective 
Stephanie Kemp, Chamber Music New Zealand  
 
Gender Intelligence - Marketing to Women  
Anna Dean, Double Denim 
 
Learn how a small fundraising team pulled off a major capital campaign 
Karla Paotonu, Outward Bound  
 
A successful Direct Mail is about more than the pack 
Laura Golland, Wellington Free Ambulance  
 
Peer-to-Peer Fundraising: Exploring the Key Components 
Anna Harre, UNICEF 
 
 
3. Financial results 2019 – notes 
  
The Central Region’s financial result as at 31 December 2019 will be 
presented as consolidated accounts at the FINZ National AGM. The regions 
no longer operate regional bank accounts.  
 
• Eight events were presented generating income of $5,440.56. 
• After total operating expenses of $3,029.73 including venue hire and 

catering expenses, we returned a net profit of $2,410.83.  
• Sponsorship from Precision@Soar subsidised the cost of our December 

Christmas party. This made an attractive offer to the professional 
fundraisers in the region and helped to say thank you for their support 
over the year. We also received spot prizes from other generous 
providers for this event.  
 
 

4. Central Region Membership 
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A full membership report, including the Central Region, is published on 
the FINZ website.  Commentary on this will be provided at the National 
AGM.  The Central committee will be working closely with NSO to ensure 
that closer relationships are built with members through 2020 and 2021.  
 
 
5. Central Region Committee 
 
All committee members made a strong contribution to our calendar of 
events in 2019: 
 
Sam Copeland  
Thomas Brzostowski 
Stephanie Kemp (joined 2019) 
Josie Durney (joined 2019) 
Lina Minkovska (joined 2019) 
Wayne Evans (joined 2019) 
Katherine Richards 
Katie Martin 
 
We offer special thanks to our fellow committee members for their 
energy, enthusiasm and professionalism.   
 
The Committee gives thanks to and acknowledges the significant 
contribution of Hillary Wilk and Thomas Brzostowski who stepped down 
during 2019. At the National AGM, Katie Martin will step down from the 
committee as she has reached the maximum time of six consecutive 
years.  
  
Katie Martin and Katherine Richards 
Co-Chairs, FINZ Central Region Committee 
July 2020 
 
 
 
 


