
Welcome to the FINZ Southern Region AGM 
 

Firstly, I should note that it has been my great pleasure to have passed the role of Chair to Laura 

Coleman who was unanimously chosen by the Committee to lead the FINZ Southern Region and 

represent you on the FINZ board. She has brought brings dedication and passion to the role. 

 

As this report deals with 2019, however, I will provide it. 

 

Committee 

 

My thanks to the very supportive and dedicated committee who contributed their time and knowledge 

of the fundraising sector throughout 2019. We were fortunate to have a diverse range of experiences 

around the table in the persons of Peter Clarke, Laura Coleman, Rosemarie Schiavuzzi, Mark Newell 

and Belinda Van Der Monde. We were also lucky to have for a short time only, Lea Sullivan. An 

important part of their role as a committee is to report and discuss the views of our Southern Region 

membership and feed it back to the National Support Office (NSO). In addition, they were responsible 

for deciding on whom to invite as speakers to our 2019 L@Ls as well as taking responsibility for the 

organisation of those events and making members and nonmembers welcome at them. 

 

Membership 

 

Both your committee and the NSO were concerned that the number of members in the Southern region 

continued to decline. At the end of  2019 we had 50 members. It is important to us to understand what 

lies behind this disappointing number and would be grateful for the views of members and 

nonmembers about what FINZ could be doing in the Southern region to be more relevant to our  

members. 

 

Learn at Lunches 

 

Eight L@Ls were held during 2019, covering donor prospecting, career progression, sponsorship,  

making a media impact, social enterprise and a campaign case study from FINZ award winner the 

SPCA. Many thanks to the presenters who give generously of their time and expertise. But also thanks 

to all of you who have attended these lunches which provide an opportunity for fundraisers to network 

and learn from each other. 

 

 

 



 

National Support Office 

 

Michelle and her small part-time team work hard to achieve the key objectives for members and the 

fundraising profession in New Zealand. These objectives are to provide professional development 

opportunities, to maintain the ethical standards and codes of practice of us as fundraisers and to 

advocate for fundraisers and fundraising to the wider community, including to government. Most of 

you will be aware of the excellent conference that they produced as well as the high quality FINZ 

magazine. The many other projects they have worked on for the Southern Region during 2019 included 

a Symposium and a Corporate Partnership speaker tour with Abby Clemence.  The full day symposium 

presented in Christchurch featured speakers covering bequests, gift asking, story telling, major gifts 

and events. It was held at the Salvation Army centre to whom, many thanks. 

 

Sponsors 

 

The Southern region were lucky to continue to have the support of New Zealand Post and Roe Print 

during 2019. Kati nga mihi, Mark and Peter. 

 

John Godfrey, CFRE 

Chair, Southern Committee (2019) 
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