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Insulation Association supports call for new Grants to protect vulnerable New 

Zealanders from COVID-19 

 

The Insulation Association 
of New Zealand is a non-
profit organisation whose 
primary role is to establish 
nationwide performance 
benchmarks for the supply 
and installation of 
residential insulation. 

The Insulation Association 
of New Zealand (IAONZ) 
has been established, with 
the support and 
involvement of the Energy 
Efficiency and 
Conservation Authority 
(EECA), by representatives 
of some of the major 
manufacturers, suppliers 
and installers in the 
insulation sector.  

The primary role of the 
IAONZ is to establish 
nationwide performance 
benchmarks for the supply 
and installation of 
insulation. This is achieved 
through an IAONZ training 
programme, technical 
expertise into New 
Zealand Standards and 
supporting Association 
members. 
 
The Quality Triangle is at 
the core of IAONZ and has 
guided our strategy. The 
triangle has three pillars;  

• Quality 
Product 

• Quality 
Training 

• Quality 
Installation 

The Insulation Association of New Zealand (IAONZ) has grave concerns for 
New Zealanders in poor housing heading into winter living in cold damp 
homes. Additionally, the potential for significant insulation sector job 
losses may result in less houses being insulated this year. 
 
While the Residential Tenancy Act and the Healthy Homes Guarantee’s 
Act focuses on rental properties, there is no Government focus on what 
will happen to privately owned homes if the owners are suffering income 
reduction or job loss.  
 
IAONZ President, Wade Maurice states “Insulation for New Zealand is a 
proven life saver helping to keep houses warm and reduce expensive 
power bills during winter. We are calling on the Government to make 
Insulation grants available for all homes owned by New Zealanders who 
are affected by COVID-19 job losses or income reduction” 
 
Mr Maurice continues “The Government is seeking “Shovel ready” 
projects to assist the country back out of lock-down. The Association 
cannot think of a project with such proven benefit than to insulate private 
houses for those who are going to be affected by the economic fall-out. 
To have a large number of people in homes that are cold and damp  
continues to create an ongoing issue for further illness and for COVID-19 
to further spread.” 
 
Otago University public health professor Philippa Howden-Chapman said 
people living in cold, damp and overcrowded homes were more 
vulnerable to Covid-19.1 
 
640,000 homes need insulation 
The latest BRANZ House Condition Survey2 states that the number of 
private homes that could benefit from retrofitting insulation in the ceiling 
and / or subfloor totals approx. 640,000 homes.  
 
The Government should be considering a “Shovel ready” grant which 
provides more warmer drier homes, assisting with reducing further illness 
or repeat flare-ups of COVID-19 and in turn increases employment in the 
sector. 
 
Mr Maurice continues; “We want to avoid New Zealand moving between 
Alert levels and while the Government is right to be focusing on business 
and community spread of Covid-19, we need to look further into reducing 

 
1 https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/120584097/coronavirus-concern-covid19-will-thrive-
in-new-zealands-cold-damp-homes 
2 https://www.branz.co.nz/cms_display.php?st=1&pg=20017&sn=378&forced_id=yes 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/120584097/coronavirus-concern-covid19-will-thrive-in-new-zealands-cold-damp-homes
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/120584097/coronavirus-concern-covid19-will-thrive-in-new-zealands-cold-damp-homes
https://www.branz.co.nz/cms_display.php?st=1&pg=20017&sn=378&forced_id=yes


All three of these aspects 
need to be satisfied in 
order to maintain the 
Associations goals which is 
an industry built on, and 
driven by, quality; if any 
one aspect is missing, the 
outcome will not be 
acceptable. 

 

any sources within the home. Hearing that Covid-19 could survive 
for between nine and 28 days on plastic or hard surfaces at 4C which can 
occur in uninsulated homes is troubling, so let’s get New Zealand homes 
warm and healthy sooner rather than later.” 
 
For more information please contact: 
Wade Maurice 
President IAONZ 
021 375 870 
 
Richard Arkinstall 
Executive Officer 
027 288 3770 
 

 

 

 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/120016312/coronavirus-how-cleaning-hightouch-surfaces-can-help-to-prevent-illness

