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Saturday 10 July

Sunday 11 July

Whitehaven Room, ASB Theatre
10am Auē
 Becky Manawatu in conversation  
 with Jane Forrest Waghorn
12pm Sprigs
 Brannavan Gnanalingam in
 conversation with Tessa Nicholson
2pm Academia to the Academies
 Christine Leunens in conversation  
 with Nikki Macdonald
4pm Sense of Justice
 Dame Fiona Kidman in 
 conversation with 
 Jane Forrest Waghorn
7.30pm A Fantastic Life
 Elizabeth Knox in conversation 
 with Kim Hill
 

Whitehaven Room, ASB Theatre
10am All the Way to Summer
 Dame Fiona Kidman in 
 conversation with Tessa Nicholson 
12pm The Secrets of Strangers
 Charity Norman in conversation  
 with Tessa Nicholson
2pm The Absolute Book
 Elizabeth Knox in conversation 
 with Jane Forrest Waghorn

Anderson Theatre, ASB Theatre
9.30am Singing the Trail
 John McCrystal in conversation  
 with Mike White
11.30am Fifteen Million Years in Antarctica
 Rebecca Priestley in conversation  
 with Nikki Macdonald
1.30pm Comics and Movies
 Jonathan King in conversation  
 with Luke Elworthy
3.30pm How to Walk a Dog
 Mike White in conversation 
 with Tessa Nicholson
5.30pm Advocate to Author
 Charity Norman in conversation 
 with Barbara De Leo
8.45pm Punk Rock Memory Lane
- 10pm Anthony Phelps in conversation 
 with Mike White 

Anderson Theatre, ASB Theatre
9.30am Drawing Attention
 Sharon Murdoch in conversation  
 with Nikki Macdonald
11.30am  Shipwreck Tales
 John McCrystal in conversation  
 with Mike White
1.30pm True Grit
 Becky Manawatu and Brannavan  
 Gnanalingam in conversation with  
 Tessa Nicholson
3.30pm Drawn to the Wild
 Nicolas Dillon in conversation 
 with Mike White

Marlborough
Book 
Festival2021

www.marlboroughbookfest.co.nz

Anthony Phelps
Anthony Phelps is a 
professional 
photographer, whose 
career has taken him 
around the world. His 
recently published book, From AK79 
to the Class of 81, brings together 
photos of the Auckland punk scene 
and international bands of the late 
1970s and early 1980s, and the 
memories of those who were there 
at the time. It’s been so well 
received it's already had a second 
print run. Anthony lives in 
Blenheim with his wife and two 
daughters.

Punk Rock Memory Lane
Anthony Phelps in conversation 
with Mike White
8.45pm-10pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Anderson �eatre, $25
Photographer Anthony Phelps 
shares memories from behind and 
in front of the lens, as he re�ects on 
his recently published book From 
AK79 to the Class of 81.

Becky Manawatu
Becky Manawatu (Ngāi 
Tahu, Ngāti Māmoe a 
Waitaha, Pākehā) is a 
writer and journalist. Her 
debut novel Auē won both Best First 
Book (Fiction) and the Jann 
Medlicott Acorn Prize for Fiction at 
the 2020 Ockham NZ Book Awards, 
and the Best Crime Novel award at 
the 2020 Ngaio Marsh Awards. 
Becky, who lives in Waimangaroa, is 
the current University of Otago 
Burns Fellow. 

Auē 
Becky Manawatu in conversation 
with Jane Forrest Waghorn
10am-11am, Saturday 10 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
What’s it like when your �rst 
published novel wins big awards and 
receives rave reviews? Auē, Becky’s 
story of good kids and grim 
circumstances set just down the 
road in Kaikōura, has won a place in 
the hearts of her many readers. 

True Grit
Becky Manawatu and Brannavan 
Gnanalingam in conversation with 
Tessa Nicholson
1.30pm-2.30pm, Sunday 11 July, 
Anderson �eatre, $25
Becky Manawatu and Brannavan 
Gnanalingam are two exciting new 
writers tackling confronting subject 
matter with compassion and 
courage. Champions of the 
underdog, they have both drawn on 
personal traumatic experiences to 
inform their highly acclaimed 
novels, Auē and Sprigs, and gone on 
to win the favour of award judges 
and the reading public. 

Brannavan 
Gnanalingam
Brannavan Gnanalin-
gam is a writer, 
novelist, reviewer, 
lawyer and father of two 
based in Wellington. 
Brannavan has published six novels. 
His 2020 novel, Sprigs, was 
shortlisted for the Jann Medlicott 
Acorn Prize for Fiction at the 2021 
Ockham Book Awards. 

Sprigs
Brannavan Gnanalingam in 
conversation with 
Tessa Nicholson
12pm-1pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
�e Ockham judges praised Sprigs as 
“an un�inching novel which forces 
us to reckon with uncomfortable 
truths about power and privilege in 
Aotearoa”.  �e book comes with 
trigger warnings, but also nuanced 
storytelling and some comic relief. 
Brannavan discusses the book and 
the issues around masculinity it puts 
in the spotlight. 
 

Charity Norman 
Charity Norman is a 
bestselling author who 
took a break from 
practising law in 2002 
and has since written six 
novels, including �e Secrets of 
Strangers, released last year. Charity 

was born in Uganda, grew up in 
England and immigrated to Napier 20 
years ago with her husband and three 
children. 

Advocate to Author
Charity Norman  in conversation 
with Barbara De Leo
5.30pm-6.30pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Anderson �eatre, $25
Charity’s own life story is as 
fascinating as the lives she writes 
about in her gripping novels - minus 
meth addiction and cult membership. 
Born in Uganda and raised in UK 
vicarages, Charity pursued travel and a 
successful legal career as a barrister 
before moving to New Zealand. She 
re�ects on her road to rave reviews 
and bestseller status. 

�e Secrets of Strangers 
Charity Norman  in conversation 
with Tessa Nicholson 
12pm-1pm, Sunday 11 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
Charity discusses her recent novels, 
�e Secret of Strangers and See You in 
September, re�ecting on her 
inspiration, in�uence and writing 
process. 

Christine Leunens
Christine Leunens is a 
Kiwi-Belgian writer 
who lives in Nelson. 
She came to writing via 
a modelling career in 
Paris, a Master’s degree at Harvard 
and a PhD from Victoria University.
Her books Primordial Soup, Caging 
Skies, and  A Can of Sunshine, have 
been translated into more than 20 
languages. In 2019, Caging Skies was 
adapted into the Academy Award- 
winning movie Jojo Rabbit. 

From Academia to the Academies
Christine Leunens in conversation 
with Nikki Macdonald
2pm-3pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
From Parisian model to bestselling 
author, Christine talks about her 
extraordinary life and work. What was 
it like to have her novel Caging Skies so 

successfully adapted into the Academy 
Award-winning Jojo Rabbit? Plus, a 
sneak peek into her upcoming novel. 

Elizabeth Knox 
Elizabeth Knox 
appeared at the 
inaugural Marlborough 
Book Festival in 2014 
and returns in the wake of 
rave reviews for her epic fantasy �e 
Absolute Book. Elizabeth is the author 
of 13 novels, three novellas and a 
collection of essays. Her book �e 
Vintner's Luck (1999) won the Deutz 
Medal for Fiction and has been 
published in 10 languages. 

A Fantastic Life 
Elizabeth Knox in conversation with 
Kim Hill
7.30pm-8.30pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
Elizabeth Knox has been imagining 
fantastic worlds and characters since 
she was a child. Some of those plots 
are still unfolding. �e writer shares 
stories from publishing rejections to 
publishing sensations starting with 
�e Vintner’s Luck, and how she 
emerged from family loss to write her 
latest book, �e Absolute Book, which 
she feels is her best yet. 

�e Absolute Book 
Elizabeth Knox in conversation with 
Jane Forrest Waghorn
2pm-3pm, Sunday 11 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
Elizabeth discusses her inspiration for 
�e Absolute Book, the references 
within to fantasy traditions, and 
important messages the novel conveys 
about reality and the challenges of 
current times. 

Fiona Kidman 
Dame Fiona Kidman is 
one of New Zealand’s 
most acclaimed and 
best-loved novelists. 
Among her many 
awards and honours, she 
has a DNZM, OBE and two French 
honours, including the French Legion 

of Honour.  Dame Fiona won the 
2019 Acorn Foundation Fiction 
Prize for her novel �is Mortal Boy. 

Sense of Justice
Dame Fiona Kidman in conversa-
tion with Jane Forrest Waghorn
4pm-5pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
Fiona has never shied away from the 
big topics both on and o� the page.  
She has a deep interest in social 
justice and telling the story of 
“outsiders”. Fiona re�ects on the 
causes she has taken up over her 
career, from her feminist writings in 
the 70s and 80s, to telling the tragic 
tale of Albert Black, one of the last 
people to be executed in this 
country, in �is Mortal Boy (2018). 

All the Way to Summer
Dame Fiona Kidman in conversa-
tion with Tessa Nicholson
10am-11am, Sunday 11 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25 
Dame Fiona marked her 80th 
birthday last year with the 
publication of All the Way to Summer, 
a beautiful volume of stories; all 
moving, insightful and written with 
love. �e �nal stories trace her own 
history of love, a memoir of 
signi�cant people from childhood 
and beyond. �e collection is the 
perfect starting point for a 
conversation about her extraordi-
nary life.

John McCrystal 
John McCrystal is a 
freelance author who 
has written, co-written 
or ghost-written more 
than 50 non-�ction titles on a 
diverse range of subjects. He lives in 
Wellington with his partner and two 
children.

Singing the Trail
John McCrystal in conversation 
with Mike White 
9.30am-10.30am, Saturday 10 
July, Anderson �eatre, $25
John tells the story of New Zealand 
through maps and the explorers 

who made them. From early Māori 
and European voyagers, to settlers, 
surveyors and soldiers, John’s book, 
Singing the Trail, unearths 
little-known and fascinating 
histories of this country contained 
in beautiful and extraordinary 
maps.
 
Shipwreck Tales
John McCrystal in conversation 
with Mike White 
11.30am-12.30pm, Sunday 11 
July, Anderson �eatre, $25
John gives us a sneak preview of his 
upcoming book, Worse �ings 
Happen at Sea: Tales of nautical 
mishap, misery and mystery from 
New Zealand and around the world. 
Covering the tragic, the heroic, and 
the inexplicable, John will also 
discuss one of our greatest 
maritime mysteries, the sinking of 
the Mikhail Lermontov in the 
Marlborough Sounds. 

Jonathan King 
Jonathan King makes 
�lms and writes and 
draws comics. His latest 
book �e Inkberg Enigma, 
released by Gecko Press last year, is 
a graphic novel mystery adventure 
for eight to 12-year-olds. 
Jonathan’s feature �lms include 
Black Sheep (2006), and the �lm 
adaptation of Maurice Gee’s 
treasured classic, Under the 
Mountain (2009). 

Comics and Movies
Jonathan King in conversation 
with Luke Elworthy
1.30pm-2.30pm, Saturday 10 
July, Anderson �eatre, $25
Jonathan re�ects on what makes a 
great comic in a discussion about 
his latest book �e Inkberg Enigma, 
an exciting mystery adventure in 
the style of Tintin and Terry and the 
Gunrunners. He shares some of the 
storytelling – and life – lessons he 
learned moving from �lm-making 
to comic-making (and back).  

Nicolas Dillon
Born and raised in 
Marlborough, Nicolas 
is renowned for his 
intimate and often 
atmospheric paintings of 
wildlife. His celebrated paintings are 
sought after by collectors from 
around the world and are held in 
many private and public collections. 
Nicolas continues to live and paint 
in Marlborough. 

Drawn to the Wild
Nicolas Dillon in conversation 
with Mike White
3.30pm-4.30pm, Sunday 11 July, 
Anderson �eatre, $25
Nicolas discusses his very personal 
and heartfelt tribute to the birds of 
New Zealand, Drawn to the Wild. �is 
session will look back over the 
author’s life in Marlborough and 
delve into the birds he has painted 
and also the more intangible aspects 
of nature which fascinate him. 

Mike White 
Mike White is a 
multiple award-win-
ning journalist, who 
started his journalism 
career at �e Marlborough Express. 
Mike lives in Wellington with his 
partner Nikki and dog Cooper, who 
features in his latest book How To 
Walk A Dog. In 2013 he wrote the 
bestselling true crime book Who 
Killed Scott Guy? 
 
How To Walk A Dog 
Mike White in conversation with 
Tessa Nicholson 
3.30pm-4.30pm, Saturday 10 
July, Anderson �eatre, $25
Mike discusses his delightful, funny 
and moving book How To Walk A Dog. 
Mike talks about his dog Cooper, the 
remarkable people and dogs he’s met 
while walking him, and life at a 
Wellington dog park. 

Rebecca Priestley 
Associate professor 
Rebecca Priestley, 

Opening Night - Literature for Change
7pm-9pm, Friday 9 July, Whitehaven Room, $50

Join us in celebrating our opening night, hearing from a selection of 
guest authors speaking their minds on the theme of “Literature for 
Change”.  Refreshments will be served in the ASB �eatre foyer, followed 
by this super sampler session of six authors freely interpreting a theme 
close to the beating heart of the festival. Participating authors will be 
Brannavan Gnanalingam, Charity Norman, Christine Leunens, Elizabeth 
Knox, John McCrystal and Rebecca Priestley. �is special opening night 
event will give you a taste of the treats ahead over the Marlborough 
Book Festival weekend and provide food for thought long after the 
festival is over.

It’s 
Lit.

from Victoria University of 
Wellington, was Listener science 
columnist for six years and is author 
or editor of six books. She won the 
Royal Society of New Zealand 
Science Book Prize (2009) and the 
Prime Minister’s Science Communi-
cation Prize (2016). She has degrees 
in geology, history of science and 
creative writing. 
 
Fifteen  Million Years in 
Antarctica 
Rebecca Priestley in conversation 
with Nikki Macdonald 
11.30am-12.30pm, Saturday 10 
July, Anderson �eatre, $25
Should we be paralysed by fear or 
optimistic for the world future 
generations will inherit? Rebecca 
experiences both emotions in her 
eco-memoir re�ecting on her three 
visits to Antarctica. She discusses 
the science carried out there; her 
awe for the landscape and wildlife; 
and her concerns and hope for the 
future. 

Sharon Murdoch 
Stu� cartoonist 
Sharon Murdoch is 
New Zealand’s �rst 
regular female political 
cartoonist. She came to cartooning 
late, but quickly made up for lost 
time, winning Cartoonist of the Year 
in 2016, 2017 and 2018. Sharon 
created the popular Munro cat 
cartoon, illustrated How To Walk A 
Dog and has published two 
collections of her cartoons.  

Drawing Attention 
Sharon Murdoch in conversation 
with Nikki Macdonald 
9.30am-10.30am, Sunday 11 July, 
Anderson �eatre, $25
Sharon Murdoch started cartooning 
in her 50s and in a few short years 
became the �rst woman to regularly 
draw political cartoons for a daily 
newspaper in New Zealand. Sharon 
discusses her life, her award-winning 
work and her drive to draw attention 
to social justice - and the joy of 
drawing cats and dogs.
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Anthony Phelps
Anthony Phelps is a 
professional 
photographer, whose 
career has taken him 
around the world. His 
recently published book, From AK79 
to the Class of 81, brings together 
photos of the Auckland punk scene 
and international bands of the late 
1970s and early 1980s, and the 
memories of those who were there 
at the time. It’s been so well 
received it's already had a second 
print run. Anthony lives in 
Blenheim with his wife and two 
daughters.

Punk Rock Memory Lane
Anthony Phelps in conversation 
with Mike White
8.45pm-10pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Anderson �eatre, $25
Photographer Anthony Phelps 
shares memories from behind and 
in front of the lens, as he re�ects on 
his recently published book From 
AK79 to the Class of 81.

Becky Manawatu
Becky Manawatu (Ngāi 
Tahu, Ngāti Māmoe a 
Waitaha, Pākehā) is a 
writer and journalist. Her 
debut novel Auē won both Best First 
Book (Fiction) and the Jann 
Medlicott Acorn Prize for Fiction at 
the 2020 Ockham NZ Book Awards, 
and the Best Crime Novel award at 
the 2020 Ngaio Marsh Awards. 
Becky, who lives in Waimangaroa, is 
the current University of Otago 
Burns Fellow. 

Auē 
Becky Manawatu in conversation 
with Jane Forrest Waghorn
10am-11am, Saturday 10 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
What’s it like when your �rst 
published novel wins big awards and 
receives rave reviews? Auē, Becky’s 
story of good kids and grim 
circumstances set just down the 
road in Kaikōura, has won a place in 
the hearts of her many readers. 

True Grit
Becky Manawatu and Brannavan 
Gnanalingam in conversation with 
Tessa Nicholson
1.30pm-2.30pm, Sunday 11 July, 
Anderson �eatre, $25
Becky Manawatu and Brannavan 
Gnanalingam are two exciting new 
writers tackling confronting subject 
matter with compassion and 
courage. Champions of the 
underdog, they have both drawn on 
personal traumatic experiences to 
inform their highly acclaimed 
novels, Auē and Sprigs, and gone on 
to win the favour of award judges 
and the reading public. 

Brannavan 
Gnanalingam
Brannavan Gnanalin-
gam is a writer, 
novelist, reviewer, 
lawyer and father of two 
based in Wellington. 
Brannavan has published six novels. 
His 2020 novel, Sprigs, was 
shortlisted for the Jann Medlicott 
Acorn Prize for Fiction at the 2021 
Ockham Book Awards. 

Sprigs
Brannavan Gnanalingam in 
conversation with 
Tessa Nicholson
12pm-1pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
�e Ockham judges praised Sprigs as 
“an un�inching novel which forces 
us to reckon with uncomfortable 
truths about power and privilege in 
Aotearoa”.  �e book comes with 
trigger warnings, but also nuanced 
storytelling and some comic relief. 
Brannavan discusses the book and 
the issues around masculinity it puts 
in the spotlight. 
 

Charity Norman 
Charity Norman is a 
bestselling author who 
took a break from 
practising law in 2002 
and has since written six 
novels, including �e Secrets of 
Strangers, released last year. Charity 

was born in Uganda, grew up in 
England and immigrated to Napier 20 
years ago with her husband and three 
children. 

Advocate to Author
Charity Norman  in conversation 
with Barbara De Leo
5.30pm-6.30pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Anderson �eatre, $25
Charity’s own life story is as 
fascinating as the lives she writes 
about in her gripping novels - minus 
meth addiction and cult membership. 
Born in Uganda and raised in UK 
vicarages, Charity pursued travel and a 
successful legal career as a barrister 
before moving to New Zealand. She 
re�ects on her road to rave reviews 
and bestseller status. 

�e Secrets of Strangers 
Charity Norman  in conversation 
with Tessa Nicholson 
12pm-1pm, Sunday 11 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
Charity discusses her recent novels, 
�e Secret of Strangers and See You in 
September, re�ecting on her 
inspiration, in�uence and writing 
process. 

Christine Leunens
Christine Leunens is a 
Kiwi-Belgian writer 
who lives in Nelson. 
She came to writing via 
a modelling career in 
Paris, a Master’s degree at Harvard 
and a PhD from Victoria University.
Her books Primordial Soup, Caging 
Skies, and  A Can of Sunshine, have 
been translated into more than 20 
languages. In 2019, Caging Skies was 
adapted into the Academy Award- 
winning movie Jojo Rabbit. 

From Academia to the Academies
Christine Leunens in conversation 
with Nikki Macdonald
2pm-3pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
From Parisian model to bestselling 
author, Christine talks about her 
extraordinary life and work. What was 
it like to have her novel Caging Skies so 

successfully adapted into the Academy 
Award-winning Jojo Rabbit? Plus, a 
sneak peek into her upcoming novel. 

Elizabeth Knox 
Elizabeth Knox 
appeared at the 
inaugural Marlborough 
Book Festival in 2014 
and returns in the wake of 
rave reviews for her epic fantasy �e 
Absolute Book. Elizabeth is the author 
of 13 novels, three novellas and a 
collection of essays. Her book �e 
Vintner's Luck (1999) won the Deutz 
Medal for Fiction and has been 
published in 10 languages. 

A Fantastic Life 
Elizabeth Knox in conversation with 
Kim Hill
7.30pm-8.30pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
Elizabeth Knox has been imagining 
fantastic worlds and characters since 
she was a child. Some of those plots 
are still unfolding. �e writer shares 
stories from publishing rejections to 
publishing sensations starting with 
�e Vintner’s Luck, and how she 
emerged from family loss to write her 
latest book, �e Absolute Book, which 
she feels is her best yet. 

�e Absolute Book 
Elizabeth Knox in conversation with 
Jane Forrest Waghorn
2pm-3pm, Sunday 11 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
Elizabeth discusses her inspiration for 
�e Absolute Book, the references 
within to fantasy traditions, and 
important messages the novel conveys 
about reality and the challenges of 
current times. 

Fiona Kidman 
Dame Fiona Kidman is 
one of New Zealand’s 
most acclaimed and 
best-loved novelists. 
Among her many 
awards and honours, she 
has a DNZM, OBE and two French 
honours, including the French Legion 

of Honour.  Dame Fiona won the 
2019 Acorn Foundation Fiction 
Prize for her novel �is Mortal Boy. 

Sense of Justice
Dame Fiona Kidman in conversa-
tion with Jane Forrest Waghorn
4pm-5pm, Saturday 10 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25
Fiona has never shied away from the 
big topics both on and o� the page.  
She has a deep interest in social 
justice and telling the story of 
“outsiders”. Fiona re�ects on the 
causes she has taken up over her 
career, from her feminist writings in 
the 70s and 80s, to telling the tragic 
tale of Albert Black, one of the last 
people to be executed in this 
country, in �is Mortal Boy (2018). 

All the Way to Summer
Dame Fiona Kidman in conversa-
tion with Tessa Nicholson
10am-11am, Sunday 11 July, 
Whitehaven Room, $25 
Dame Fiona marked her 80th 
birthday last year with the 
publication of All the Way to Summer, 
a beautiful volume of stories; all 
moving, insightful and written with 
love. �e �nal stories trace her own 
history of love, a memoir of 
signi�cant people from childhood 
and beyond. �e collection is the 
perfect starting point for a 
conversation about her extraordi-
nary life.

John McCrystal 
John McCrystal is a 
freelance author who 
has written, co-written 
or ghost-written more 
than 50 non-�ction titles on a 
diverse range of subjects. He lives in 
Wellington with his partner and two 
children.

Singing the Trail
John McCrystal in conversation 
with Mike White 
9.30am-10.30am, Saturday 10 
July, Anderson �eatre, $25
John tells the story of New Zealand 
through maps and the explorers 

who made them. From early Māori 
and European voyagers, to settlers, 
surveyors and soldiers, John’s book, 
Singing the Trail, unearths 
little-known and fascinating 
histories of this country contained 
in beautiful and extraordinary 
maps.
 
Shipwreck Tales
John McCrystal in conversation 
with Mike White 
11.30am-12.30pm, Sunday 11 
July, Anderson �eatre, $25
John gives us a sneak preview of his 
upcoming book, Worse �ings 
Happen at Sea: Tales of nautical 
mishap, misery and mystery from 
New Zealand and around the world. 
Covering the tragic, the heroic, and 
the inexplicable, John will also 
discuss one of our greatest 
maritime mysteries, the sinking of 
the Mikhail Lermontov in the 
Marlborough Sounds. 

Jonathan King 
Jonathan King makes 
�lms and writes and 
draws comics. His latest 
book �e Inkberg Enigma, 
released by Gecko Press last year, is 
a graphic novel mystery adventure 
for eight to 12-year-olds. 
Jonathan’s feature �lms include 
Black Sheep (2006), and the �lm 
adaptation of Maurice Gee’s 
treasured classic, Under the 
Mountain (2009). 

Comics and Movies
Jonathan King in conversation 
with Luke Elworthy
1.30pm-2.30pm, Saturday 10 
July, Anderson �eatre, $25
Jonathan re�ects on what makes a 
great comic in a discussion about 
his latest book �e Inkberg Enigma, 
an exciting mystery adventure in 
the style of Tintin and Terry and the 
Gunrunners. He shares some of the 
storytelling – and life – lessons he 
learned moving from �lm-making 
to comic-making (and back).  

Nicolas Dillon
Born and raised in 
Marlborough, Nicolas 
is renowned for his 
intimate and often 
atmospheric paintings of 
wildlife. His celebrated paintings are 
sought after by collectors from 
around the world and are held in 
many private and public collections. 
Nicolas continues to live and paint 
in Marlborough. 

Drawn to the Wild
Nicolas Dillon in conversation 
with Mike White
3.30pm-4.30pm, Sunday 11 July, 
Anderson �eatre, $25
Nicolas discusses his very personal 
and heartfelt tribute to the birds of 
New Zealand, Drawn to the Wild. �is 
session will look back over the 
author’s life in Marlborough and 
delve into the birds he has painted 
and also the more intangible aspects 
of nature which fascinate him. 

Mike White 
Mike White is a 
multiple award-win-
ning journalist, who 
started his journalism 
career at �e Marlborough Express. 
Mike lives in Wellington with his 
partner Nikki and dog Cooper, who 
features in his latest book How To 
Walk A Dog. In 2013 he wrote the 
bestselling true crime book Who 
Killed Scott Guy? 
 
How To Walk A Dog 
Mike White in conversation with 
Tessa Nicholson 
3.30pm-4.30pm, Saturday 10 
July, Anderson �eatre, $25
Mike discusses his delightful, funny 
and moving book How To Walk A Dog. 
Mike talks about his dog Cooper, the 
remarkable people and dogs he’s met 
while walking him, and life at a 
Wellington dog park. 

Rebecca Priestley 
Associate professor 
Rebecca Priestley, 

from Victoria University of 
Wellington, was Listener science 
columnist for six years and is author 
or editor of six books. She won the 
Royal Society of New Zealand 
Science Book Prize (2009) and the 
Prime Minister’s Science Communi-
cation Prize (2016). She has degrees 
in geology, history of science and 
creative writing. 
 
Fifteen  Million Years in 
Antarctica 
Rebecca Priestley in conversation 
with Nikki Macdonald 
11.30am-12.30pm, Saturday 10 
July, Anderson �eatre, $25
Should we be paralysed by fear or 
optimistic for the world future 
generations will inherit? Rebecca 
experiences both emotions in her 
eco-memoir re�ecting on her three 
visits to Antarctica. She discusses 
the science carried out there; her 
awe for the landscape and wildlife; 
and her concerns and hope for the 
future. 

Sharon Murdoch 
Stu� cartoonist 
Sharon Murdoch is 
New Zealand’s �rst 
regular female political 
cartoonist. She came to cartooning 
late, but quickly made up for lost 
time, winning Cartoonist of the Year 
in 2016, 2017 and 2018. Sharon 
created the popular Munro cat 
cartoon, illustrated How To Walk A 
Dog and has published two 
collections of her cartoons.  

Drawing Attention 
Sharon Murdoch in conversation 
with Nikki Macdonald 
9.30am-10.30am, Sunday 11 July, 
Anderson �eatre, $25
Sharon Murdoch started cartooning 
in her 50s and in a few short years 
became the �rst woman to regularly 
draw political cartoons for a daily 
newspaper in New Zealand. Sharon 
discusses her life, her award-winning 
work and her drive to draw attention 
to social justice - and the joy of 
drawing cats and dogs.
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