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Marilyn has been drawing and painting since the age of 12. 
 
Originally trained as a teacher, she discovered very young in life that her greatest passion lies 
in art. 
 
Marilyn believes that drawing is the basis of all good work. 
 
A devoted artist since the 1970’s Marilyn was at first in Tauranga, then a shift to Picton, and 
finally worked from her own studio in the Arts Centre of Christchurch before the earthquake.  
The earthquake necessitated a shift to Hamilton to live closer to her children, but after six 
years there, she has now finally moved back to her hometown of Westport.   
 
Marilyn’s tapestries adorn many public spaces and private homes both in New Zealand and 
overseas.  Her lively tapestry portraits have won the hearts, as well as tears of many.   Her 
latest public tapestry commission was the double-sided Kowhai Screen for Government House 
in Wellington. 
 
Marilyn also paints, draws and has produced a large amount of mixed media work which also 
includes photography and digital work.   Over the last five or six years her work has been 
inspired by her love of nature, birds and the native forests and bush. 
 
In October 2018 she held her second solo exhibition in the Waikato.  This took place at the 
Wallace Gallery in Morrinsville and attracted a large number of visitors.   The exhibition 
featured tapestries, drawings and paintings and digital work on the theme of the endangered 
flora and fauna of New Zealand, and in particular, our birds.   
 
In early 2019 she was invited to send a tapestry to the Premier Tapestry Exhibition in Oakville, 
Ontario, Canada.  This exhibition featured tapestries woven by some of the very best tapestry 
weavers in the world and she felt honoured to be included.    
 
Marilyn is a relaxed and friendly tutor and enjoys passing on her extensive knowledge of this 

ancient medium. She has taught hundreds of interested textile people over the years and  

recently wrote and now tutors a Correspondence Course in Tapestry Weaving for the National 

Body of Creative Fibre.   

 


